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September 18, 2007 
  
Mr. Joel Asp 
Short Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. 
1200 25th Avenue South 
Saint Cloud, MN 56301-4806 
 
Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Roosevelt Shores Residential 
Development, T138N R26W Sections 4 and 5, Crow Wing County 
NHNRP Contact #:  ERDB  20080191 
 
Dear Mr. Asp, 
 

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or animal 
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the 
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request. Based on this review, there are 8 known 
occurrences of rare species or native plant communities in the area searched.  For details, please see the 
enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields.   
 

• In addition, please note that there are natural resource - related issues for lakeshore developments 
that should be considered in addition to their potential effect on rare features.  If a buffer zone of 
native vegetation is present around Roosevelt Lake, I recommend that it be maintained and 
enhanced.  If not, I recommend that one be established.  The combination of upland, lakeshore, 
and aquatic plants creates a buffer zone of natural vegetation in and around lakes, which provide 
numerous ecological benefits.  Lakeshore and upland plants help stabilize banks and protect the 
shoreline from erosion by absorbing the forces of wind, waves, and boat traffic. They filter 
pollutants that would otherwise drain from the watershed into the lake, thereby protecting water 
quality.  Most noticeably, lakeshore and upland plants provide a variety of vital habitat 
components for wildlife including food, protection from weather and predators, denning sites and 
nursery areas for young, perching and sunning sites for birds and turtles, and flyways and travel 
corridors. Aquatic plants produce oxygen, purify lake water by stabilizing bottom sediments and 
reducing nutrient cycling, and provide underwater cover for fish. 

 
Please refer to the enclosed brochures for additional information on aquatic plants and lakeshore 
design.  If you would like more information on how to enhance lakeshore habitat for wildlife, I 
recommend the book, “Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality” which was produced by the 
DNR Nongame Wildlife Program. This book covers a wide array of topics associated with 
managing lakeshore property and provides step-by-step instructions for designing ecologically 
sound lakeshores.  If you have any questions about the concepts of lakescaping, please contact 
Carrol Henderson, Nongame Wildlife Program Supervisor, at (651) 296-0700. Another helpful 
reference is an interactive CD ROM titled “Restore Your Shore” CD ROM, which guides the 
user through the process of protecting a natural shoreline or restoring a degraded shore with a 
natural buffer zone (see http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/restoreyourshore/index.html for details).  For 
further information on lakescaping and shoreland restoration please visit the DNR website at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakescaping/index.html.   

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155-4025 

Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program, Box 25



 
The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research 

Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Resources, Department of Natural Resources. It is 
continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on 
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features.  Its 
purpose is to foster better understanding and protection of these features. 

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise 
significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database.  A county-by-county survey of 
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Crow Wing County.  Our information 
about native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for that county.  However, because survey work 
for rare plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been an on-site survey of all areas of 
the county, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist on the project area. 

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: short record report and long 
record report.  To control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or 
destruction of a rare element, both printout formats are copyrighted.   

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be 
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report 
compiled by your company for the project listed above.  If you wish to reproduce the short record report for 
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more 
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record 
report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission. 

Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on 
rare natural features.  It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a 
whole.  If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Dave Holmbeck, at 
(218) 327-4317.    

An invoice in the amount of $125.03 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two weeks of 
the date of this letter.  You are being billed for the database search and printouts, and staff scientist review.  
Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural 
resources.  
 
      Sincerely, 

 

           
      Lisa Joyal 
      Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator 
 
 
encl:  Database search results 

 Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields  
 Lakeshore brochures 
 

 
 

 
 

 




