
CITY OF PEQUOT LAKES 
AGENDA 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

April 15, 2004 at 6:30 PM 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Public Hearings 

 
 

Application for Rezoning from Public to Exempt Commercial 
Application 04-17 

City of Pequot Lakes 
 
 

Public Hearing on the DRAFT Pequot Lakes  
Comprehensive Plan (continuation) 

City of Pequot Lakes 
 

 
4. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda 
 
5. Open Forum 

a. Tom Johnson, Johnson Marketplace Inc. 
 
6. New Business 

a. Don Babinski new construction 
b. Discussion of new ordinance language 

 
7. Approval of Minutes 

a. February Special Meeting Minutes 
b. March Minutes 

 
8. P&Z Administrator’s Report 

a. Permits 
b. Correspondence 
c. Potential Violations/Enforcement Actions 

 
9. Adjournment 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
Application:   Request to rezone from Public to Exempt Commercial   
 
Applicant: City of Pequot Lakes 
 
Background Information:  The City of Pequot Lakes has purchased the Liberty Tool 
building and will be relocating City Hall there this summer.  Part of the financing plan 
includes the sale of City Hall.  The City Hall property is currently zoned Public.  The 
future land use map shows this area as future Downtown Mixed Use.  The property lies 
on Government Drive on the edge of the retail sector of the downtown.   
 
If the property is to be sold to a private party, it cannot remain zoned Public. 
 
Applicable Statutes:  A 4/5ths majority of the Council is required to rezone a property, 
which means that any rezoning must have broad consensus.   
 
Simply put, there are two questions that must be answered during a rezoning.  First, is the 
property zoned incorrectly?  Second, if the property is zoned incorrectly, what would be 
the correct zoning classification for this parcel?  The primary place to determine the 
answer to these questions is by examining the City’s vision as described in the future land 
use map contained in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
There is no definition of the Public zone in the current ordinance.  The Ordinance states 
that the Exempt Commercial district allows commercial uses normally found in the 
downtown areas of a community such as stores, cafes, bakery sales, banks, small grocery 
stores and offices.  It allows commercial uses without on-site parking requirements. 
 
Staff Findings: We have reviewed the application and propose the following findings of 
fact for you to consider: 

1. The parcel is currently zoned Public, although there is no definition or 
proscribed uses for the Public zone. 

2. The present development on the parcel is City Hall, a building containing 
offices, meeting rooms and storage areas. 

3. The parcel topography is flat.  There are no development constraints for either 
zoning classification. 

4. The parcel is on a municipal street and is served by municipal sewer and water 
utilities.  This is required for the proposed zoning classification. 

5. The draft Future Land Use Map indicates that this area should contain a mix 
of high-density residential and commercial uses. 

6. At this stage in the comprehensive planning process, rezoning this parcel to a 
downtown commercial use is consistent with the City’s vision for the future. 

 
Planning Commission Direction:  The Commission can recommend to the Council that 
they approve this rezoning.  The Commission can also recommend that the Council not 
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approve the rezoning.  Finally, the Commission can table the rezoning to gather further 
information. 
 
Staff Recommendation: We recommend that the Planning Commission approve the 
rezoning request based on the findings provided in this report.  It is clear that Public is 
not the appropriate zone for this property.  The property meets the definition and 
description of Exempt Commercial, and this seems to be the appropriate zoning 
classification. 
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Zoning Administrator’s Report 
 

A. March Permits:  The following permits were issued over the last month by the 
Zoning Department: 

1. Cody Abbott, Lot 2, Block 1, Branches, a permit for a new home and 
garage. 

2. Tom Terhaar, Lot 9, Block 2, Breezy Pines, a permit for a new home and 
garage. 

3. David Lind, 30367 Pequot Blvd., a permit for a new garage. 
  

B. Correspondence:  Your Staff sent the following letters of correspondence since 
the last meeting: 

1. March 9 letter to Andrew Boldt inviting him to attend our March 18 
meeting. 

2. March 10 letter to Steve Johnsen requesting his timeline for removing 
treehouse within shoreline setback. 

3. March 10 letter to Joseph and Deborah Hallbeck requesting their timeline 
for removing display cases. 

4. March 19 letter to Matt Mallie, City Prosecutor, regarding Virgil Dahl. 
5. March 29, letter to Dixie Jansa informing her of the Community Cleanup 

day. 
 

C. Potential Violations/Enforcement Actions:  The City Staff is currently working on 
the following potential violations/enforcement actions.  We will report on these 
each month until they are resolved to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Commission. 

 
1. David Swenson:  There are currently 3 vehicles and the pontoon. 

 
2. Olgerts Vijums: Mr. Vijums spoke with Mr. Marohn and has agreed to 

have his ISTS design submitted by July 1, 2004 and possibly have the new 
ISTS installed by that date.  

 
3. John E. MacGibbon: This item has been turned over to the City Attorney. 

 
4. Cathi McBryde:  This matter is being turned over to the Prosecuting 

Attorney. 
 

5. Lance Schmidt: The renter has been working out in the yard. 
 

6. David Watt: We may have more to report on Mr. Watt at the time of the 
meeting.  The alarm has not yet been installed. 

 
7. Joseph and Deborah Hallbeck: They have not responded to any of our 

mailings and the display cases remain outside. 
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8. Babinski – Mr. Babinski has agreed to remove the barbed wire fencing 
along the school yard in order to receive a permit to build his 
manufacturing building. 

 
9. Rudbeck – Mr. Rudbeck owes the City $3,010.60 for an after-the fact 

building permit. 
 

10. Larry Fyle – The initialized copy of the letter of understanding has been 
received from Mr. Fyle.  We will continue to monitor the outside storage. 

 
11. Lee Holk – We sent a letter to Mr. Holk indicating that he needed to 

obtain a permit and that the construction he has done would need to 
conform to side-yard setbacks.  We have not heard back from Mr. Holk.   I 
will contact him again. 

 
12. Gary and Jaculin Peterson – The Petersons have made application for a 

building permit for the garage.  Staff will determine if gazebo is within 
shoreline setback. 

 
13. Linda Swenson – The pile of debris has been burned and the additional 

vehicles have been removed. 
 

14. Andrew Boldt – Staff met with Mr. Schaefer who indicated he did not 
wish to sell Mr. Boldt any property at this time. 

 
15. Tim Crist – Mr. Crist has removed or properly stored the additional 

vehicles.  Staff will continue to monitor. 
 
The following items relate to the sign ordinance, which we anticipate having ready for 
review soon: 
 

16. Curt Pestello: This violation is still on hold pending our new sign 
ordinance. 

 
17. Dean Visser: We have contacted Mr. Visser about a potential sign 

violation.  This issue has been put on hold until the sign ordinance issue 
has been resolved. 

 


